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 The question of what exactly constitutes copyright infringement in the digital age continues 

to generate debate, and has been the subject of numerous court cases. The article by David 

Kravets (2010) titled “Google wins Viacom copyright lawsuit,” highlights the outcome of a case in 

which Viacom was suing one of Google’s subsidiaries YouTube for copyright infringement, by claiming that 

the video and content sharing giant had infringed on its copyrights by publishing content that was protected 

despite being aware it was copyrighted. The judge in the case, however, ruled that YouTube had complied 

with the Digital Millenium Copyright Act (DMCA) by taking down the content immediately after receiving 

notice from the aggrieved party. Further, the judge argued that simply being aware of infringing activity was 

not enough to find YouTube guilty, as ruling against the DMCA’s provision for a takedown notice, would 

threaten internet freedom, and its popularity as a participatory medium. However, despite the existence of the 

law in question, as well as the ruling, Kravets (2010) argues that copyright infringement laws governing the 

internet and online use, is still unclear and leaves numerous loopholes. 

 This view is also evident in Geoffrey Fowler’s article, “Libraries Have a Novel Idea,” which highlight a new 

drive by a group of libraries, led by a non-profit digital library, the Internet Archive, to create a one stop online 

website for checking out e-books. The author argues that this raises significant questions regarding the 

copyrights of the books authors, as the drive seems to be overlooking the likelihood of copyright infringement 

that is going to occur due to the drive. Despite the concerns, Fowler cites an author who actually feels that 

sharing their content over the internet, will be a good thing, and is likely to encourage the reading culture.  
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Discussion Paragraph 

Pamela Vaughan’s article “Copyright Law on the Internet Is a Total Train Wreck Right Now,” 

highlights the very challenges that are faced by internet users, and victims whose 

content is duplicated unintentionally by unsuspecting users. She argues that the lack of 

clear cut laws that take into consideration the fact that the internet is all about content 

sharing, hence simply trying to deal with all the copyright infringement cases using a 

single law is not possible. There is a need to redraft the laws in a way that discourages 

copyright infringement, without harming the essence of the internet; content sharing. 
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Overall&Impression&

Not&a&bad&paper,&but&the&way&the&author&used&commas&and&semicolons&was&strange.&&
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